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From http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Intensive_care_unit
An intensive care unit (ICU), critical care unit (CCU), intensive therapy unit/intensive treatment unit (ITU) or High Dependency Unit (HDU) is a specialized department in a hospital that provides intensive-care medicine. Many hospitals also have designated intensive care areas for certain specialties of medicine, depending on the needs and resources of the hospital.

Types

Specialized types of ICUs include:

	· Neonatal intensive-care unit (NICU)

· Special Care Nursery (SCN)

· Pediatric intensive-care unit (PICU)

· Psychiatric intensive-care unit (PICU)

· Coronary care unit (CCU)

· Cardiac Surgery intensive-care unit (CSICU)

· Cardiovascular intensive-care unit (CVICU)

· Medical intensive-care unit (MICU)

· Medical Surgical intensive-care unit (MSICU)

· Surgical intensive-care unit (SICU)
	· Overnight intensive recovery (OIR)

· Neurotrauma intensive-care unit (NICU)

· Neurointensive-care unit (NICU)

· Burn wound intensive-care unit (BWICU)

· Trauma Intensive care Unit (TICU)

· Surgical Trauma intensive-care unit (STICU)

· Trauma-Neuro Critical Care (TNCC)

· Respiratory intensive-care unit (RICU)

· Geriatric intensive-care unit (GICU)

· Mobile Intensive Care Unit (MICU)

· Post Anaesthesia Care Unit (PACU)


Equipment and systems
Common equipment in an ICU includes mechanical ventilators to assist breathing through an endotracheal tube or a tracheotomy; cardiac monitors including those with telemetry; external pacemakers; defibrillators; dialysis equipment for renal problems; equipment for the constant monitoring of bodily functions; a web of intravenous lines, feeding tubes, nasogastric tubes, suction pumps, drains andcatheters; and a wide array of drugs to treat the primary condition(s) of hospitalization. Medically induced comas, analgesics, andinduced sedation are common ICU tools designed to reduce pain and prevent secondary infections.

